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Drug enforcement officers and a member (R) of Uzbekistan's national security service, the SNB, take part
in an operation to destroy drugs at a metallurgical plant outside the capital Tashkent, Uzbekistan, June
25, 2015.

TASHKENT — Drug enforcement officers in Uzbekistan burned 1.4 metric tons of drugs
on Thursday, as Central Asia's most populous nation fights to stem the flow of narcotics
from neighboring Afghanistan to Russia and further on to Europe.

Heaps of drugs, including 133.3 kilograms of heroin and 775 kilograms of opium, were
incinerated in a furnace at a metallurgical plant outside the Uzbek capital Tashkent before
an audience of diplomats, workers at international organizations and reporters.

The drugs had already been used as evidence against drugs traffickers at their trials,
according to Uzbek officials.

"Afghan-made heroin mostly enters Uzbekistan from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan," Olimjon
Turakulov, a spokesman for Uzbekistan's national security service told Reuters.



"There is also direct trafficking from Afghanistan, but a shorter border and natural
obstacle — the Amu Darya river along the border — make it easier to control this route," he
said.

Uzbekistan, a mainly Muslim nation of 30 million, shares 137 km (86 miles) of its border with
Afghanistan, roughly a tenth of Tajikistan's remote, mountainous border with the Islamic
country.

Afghan heroin smuggled into Tajikistan flows via Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan
to end up in Russia or Europe.

In 2014 Uzbek security services seized 2,298 kilograms of drugs following a similar haul
in 2013. Uzbek drug enforcers have incinerated 54 metric tons of drugs since 1994.

Last year law enforcement staff arrested 100 foreign nationals for drug-related crimes
including 25 Tajik citizens, 22 Russians and 19 Afghans.

But it is unclear how much of a blow has been dealt to the international drug trade in the
volatile region.

"Perhaps we could seize more. I would say that ... it is very difficult to quantify the total
amount that gets trafficked," Ashita Mittal, the regional representative of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime for Central Asia, told Reuters.

Uzbekistan's government is "politically committed, taking strong measures and a very strong
law enforcement response to the problem", she said.

But "the traffickers are getting smarter, they are also finding new ways, new routes to traffic
the substances," she added.  
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