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The theme of the fifth annual Geek Picnic, which took place in Moscow's Park Krasnaya
Presnya over the weekend, was Man and Machine, and it was the man who referred to himself
as a "real life cyborg" who attracted much of the attention on the festival's opening day.

Nigel Ackland, who lost his arm in a metal smelting incident in 2006, was the first recipient
of the world's most advanced bionic hand, the bebionic3. Since receiving the hand, Ackland
has been a kind of evangelist for the technology and the need for people to become more
comfortable around technological innovations — a role he played this weekend in Moscow.

"Geek Picnic is really important as it is aimed at technology that will change the world,"
Ackland said at the opening of the event. "The fact that we're here discussing the applications
of cyborg technology. I think I'm bringing the human side to technology. And to explain
because I wear this, I'm not going to try to take over the world. I'm not Terminator."

While Ackland was showing off his bionic hand, artist Chistian Ristow, was demonstrating his
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own vision of a robotic limb. Visitors to the event were invited to operate Ristow's behemoth
art installation Hand of Man (Robohand), which can pick up and crush cars. "I built the hand
because it makes you feel like a superhero. It gives you power your body wouldn't normally
have. And I think that's fun," Ristow said.

Fun was an important theme of the event. Manufacturers of 3D video games and simulators
brought a number of new devices for visitors to try out. Alexander, 17, an engineering student,
had the opportunity to try a new pair of 3D goggles made by Homido, a French game maker.
The goggles work with a smartphone and give the user a virtual reality experience of flying
over a city or through outer space. Alexander said the event was a good opportunity to get
a hands-on experience with the latest technologies.

"I'm having a good time at Geek Picnic. Technology is important to me because I want to be
an engineer of robotics," Alexander said.

Other exhibits at the event included a competition between drones, robots that could recite
poetry, and lectures by experts in the fields of bio-chemistry, molecular science, computer
programming, physics and mathematics on topics ranging from the applications of cybernetic
augmentation, to the ethics of artificial intelligence.

This year's event, sponsored by PayPal, also featured Russia's first cyborg conference
in which participants discussed the relationship between people and machines and the ethics
involved.
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