
OSCE 'Has One Month' to Shut Down
Operations in Azerbaijan
June 09, 2015

BAKU — Azerbaijan has given the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe one
month to halt its operations in the former Soviet republic, months before a parliamentary
election this autumn, the OSCE said Tuesday.

The order to shut down came from the Foreign Ministry, and it is "under consideration," said
Rashad Huseynov, a spokesman for the OSCE office in Baku. The Foreign Ministry gave no
explanation for the decision.

Observers from the OSCE have criticized all the previous elections in the country. More
broadly, both the OSCE and various human rights groups have accused Azerbaijan of muzzling
dissent and jailing opponents, charges it denies.

"Practically all independent media representatives and media NGOs" in Azerbaijan "have
been purposefully persecuted under various, often unfounded and disturbing charges,"
the Vienna-based OSCE's media freedoms representative, Dunja Mijatovic, said last
November.



Several rights activists and journalists were sentenced to prison terms this year and last
in Azerbaijan on charges including illegal business activity and hooliganism. Their lawyers
have dismissed their trials as politically motivated.

But Aidyn Mirzazade, a lawmaker from the ruling party, denied any link between the closing
of the OSCE office and criticism over Azerbaijan's human rights record.

"Human rights is not part of the OSCE mandate," he said.

The OSCE office in Baku was downgraded to the office of a "project coordinator," reportedly
at Azerbaijan's request, in January 2014.

"The OSCE office closure in Baku is linked to the fact that this office has fulfilled all of its
goals, and I don't see anything strange in this decision," Mirzazade said.

Energy-rich Azerbaijan, governed by President Ilham Aliyev since he succeeded his father
in 2003, has been courted by the West because of its role as an alternative to Russia
in supplying oil and gas to Europe.
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