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Leaders of the Group of Seven attend working meeting at the G7 summit at Elmau Castle hotel in Kruen
near Garmisch-Partenkirchen, southern Germany, June 8, 2015.

Russia said Monday that it saw nothing new in the tough line taken by leaders of the Group of
Seven (G7) on Moscow over sanctions and suggested there were differences among its
member states.

British Prime Minister David Cameron and European Council President Donald Tusk said they
hoped the G7, meeting in Germany, would present a united front on sanctions towards Russia
over the Ukraine crisis.

"Yes, we paid attention to the latest declarations on sanctions. These are not new theses,"
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters.

"We also drew attention to the fact that among the participants of this meeting there are

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/the-moscow-times


nuances in their approaches. Some talk about the need for dialogue with Russia and the
impossibility of solving serious problems without this dialogue, so we continue watching
closely."

European Union leaders agreed in March that its sanctions on Moscow over its role in Ukraine
would stay until a cease-fire agreement reached in the Belarussian capital of Minsk on Feb. 12
is fully implemented, but a formal decision has yet to be taken.

Russia, which annexed the Crimea peninsula from Ukraine in March last year, denies
providing pro-Russian separatists in east Ukraine with weapons and soldiers.

Peskov said the G7 should be aware which side must carry out its obligations under the Minsk
agreement — implying Kiev.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, speaking separately on Monday, urged Western
powers to ensure that Kiev meets its obligations under the agreement, which include pulling
back heavy weapons and allowing more autonomy in regions held by the separatists.

"We proceed from the fact that Germany and France, other colleagues in the EU and the
United States … will work with the Ukrainian authorities, encouraging them honestly to fully
implement the Minsk agreements," Lavrov told a news conference.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/06/08/kremlin-says-its-not-surprised-by-tough-g7-stance-on-r
ussia-a47212


