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Health Minister Veronika Skvortsova

Explaining that mortality rates are on the rise in a majority of Russian regions, the country's
top health official pointed a finger at the World Health Organization during a meeting with
President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday.

Health Minister Veronika Skvortsova painted a gloomy portrait of the high mortality rate
the country experienced in the first quarter of the year, which was 5.2 percent higher overall
than it was during the same period last year, the Kommersant newspaper reported, citing
the Russian Federal State Statistics Service. A total of 507,000 people died in the first three
months of the year, a figure that represents 23,500 more deaths during the same time in 2014,
the report said.

Skvortsova asserted that the "alarming" statistics were connected with an outbreak of the flu
and upper respiratory tract infections, which led in too many cases to pneumonia — an issue
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she said was not limited to Russia, but that had in fact taken a toll across Europe, according
to the report. "The World Health Organization made a mistake this year in the current form
of the vaccine … that did not take into consideration the mutations one of the dominant
strains [of the virus] has undergone," Kommersant quoted Skvortsova as saying.

Skvortsova said that in March the death rate had been on the rise in 82 of the country's 85
federal subjects, Kommersant reported.

She added that issues with the health care system in seven regions, including those
of Leningrad, Penza and Arkhangelsk, could also have contributed to the increased mortality
rate. Each of the seven regions saw upticks exceeding nine percent, Kommersant reported.

Another factor that has contributed to the rising death rate is the general aging of the
population, according to the official.

The mortality rate for all age groups — except the 35 to 44 demographic — remains lower
than it was during the last decade of the Soviet Union, according to Skvortsova. The minister
blamed "alcohol abuse and a large number of associated diseases" for the demographic's
decline, Kommersant reported.

In 2013, the World Health Organization estimated life expectancy in Russia to be 69 years old
overall, with men generally expected to live to 63, and women to 75.
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