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European Commission President Juncker and Ukrainian President Poroshenko take part in a news
conference after their meeting in Kiev, April 27, 2015.

Ukraine's foreign minister said his country wants assurances at a summit with the European
Union this week that it is a suitable candidate for EU membership and its citizens will gain
visa-free travel to the bloc next year.

Officials from the EU and its member states meet six of the bloc's eastern neighbours,
including Ukraine, in the Latvian capital Riga on Thursday and Friday, with a political solution
to the conflict in Ukraine high on the agenda.

The EU has already agreed a free-trade pact with Ukraine, to be implemented from next year.

"Now we want concrete assurances in Riga that Ukraine is eligible for future membership
of the European Union, and has the chance to become an accession candidate in the future,"
Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin told German daily Die Welt.



"We want to see light at the end of the tunnel," he said, adding that Ukraine also expected
a commitment at the summit to visa-free travel to the EU from next year for its citizens.

Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia signed political and trade agreements with the EU last year
and want to join the bloc.

The Riga summit with those countries, as well as the more pro-Russian Armenia, Azerbaijan
and Belarus, will try to further deepen ties.

A tug-of-war for influence between Brussels and the Kremlin, culminating in the Ukrainian
conflict and Western sanctions against Moscow, has raised concern among some in the West
about a new Cold War.

Russia describes last year's toppling of a pro-Russian president in Ukraine by mass protests
and the country's turn away from Moscow towards the EU as a Western-backed coup. The loss
of Ukraine was a blow to President Vladimir Putin's plans for a Eurasian Customs Union
to parallel the EU.

Klimkin vowed Ukraine would implement "point for point" the Minsk agreement to ease
conflict in the country.
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