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Afghan boys walk past the gate of a guest house after an attack in Kabul on May 14, 2015.

Russia has closed a transport corridor that had allowed NATO militaries to deliver supplies
to Afghanistan through Russian territory, according to a decree signed by Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev and published on a government website Monday.

The pathway through Russia had been a symbol of Russia-U.S. cooperation amid otherwise
frosty relations between the two former Cold War rivals.

Moscow's decision to close the transport corridor, which NATO used extensively to supply its
decade-long deployment in Afghanistan, was made “in connection with the termination of
the provisions of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1386,” said the decree, dated
May 15.

Resolution 1386 was the 2001 UN Security Council decision that authorized international
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forces to operate in Afghanistan. Under the resolution, Russia offered NATO forces passage
through its territory to Central Asia.

The provisions of the 1386 resolution expired on December 31, 2014, according to another
Security Council Resolution, numbered 2120, which was passed in October 2013.

NATO, a Western military alliance, ended its operations in Afghanistan in December, but
continues to keep a small military force in the country. It also provides financial and limited
material support to the Afghan security forces.

While NATO has not made use of the Russian corridor in recent months, it was once a major
supply line for the alliance. Its closure marks the end of an era in Russia's relations with NATO
and the United States.

Russian President Vladimir Putin was quick to offer support to the United States following the
9/11 terrorist attacks in New York in 2001 that prompted the invasion of Afghanistan. But
relations between Russia and NATO quickly became strained as the alliance expanded in
Eastern Europe over Moscow's objections.

During a thaw in relations under U.S. President Barack Obama and Russian then-President
Medvedev in 2009, an agreement was inked that expanded NATO's use of the corridor to
4,500 flights a year, saving an estimated $133 million annually on fuel and transport costs.

But the arrangement again came under fire last year as a result of Russia's fallout with the
West over the crisis in Ukraine.

In September, Communist Party deputies in the State Duma proposed closing the transit
corridor.
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