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U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland attending a news conference after talks in Moscow on
Monday.

A visit to Moscow by U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland is a sign that relations
between Russia and the United States may be improving, the Kremlin said on Monday.

Nuland's trip comes days after U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry discussed the conflicts in
Ukraine and Syria with Russian President Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
in the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi.

Asked if Nuland's visit was a sign of improving ties, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters: "Yes, when President Putin was meeting with Minister Lavrov and Secretary of
State Kerry … it was mentioned that a closer dialogue … was needed."

Nuland, who was holding talks in Moscow with two Russian deputy foreign ministers, has
been strongly criticized in Russia in the past over her support for pro-democracy activists in
Kiev during mass street protests that toppled Ukraine's pro-Moscow president Viktor



Yanukovych in February 2014.

Nuland was expected to explore ways of bolstering a fragile cease-fire in eastern Ukraine
between Ukrainian government forces and pro-Russian separatists and of implementing
other aspects of a peace agreement forged in Minsk several months ago.

Russia blames the crisis in Ukraine on what it sees as heavy-handed meddling by the United
States in a region Moscow has traditionally seen as its sphere of influence.

The West, in turn, accuses Russia of backing the separatists with weapons and troops, charges
Moscow denies. More than 6,100 people have been killed in the conflict since April 2014.

The Ukraine crisis has plunged relations between Russia and the West into their worst crisis
since the end of the Cold War, but the United States needs Russian cooperation to tackle a host
of other global issues including Iran and the Syrian conflict.
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