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Putin Assures Far East on Radiation

March 20, 2011

Russian rescuers searching for Japanese victims in Ishinomaki on Friday. Kyodo News

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said Sunday that Japan was starting to get control of the
situation at its stricken nuclear power station.

"Our Japanese colleagues are gradually, not right away and with mistakes ... getting
the situation under control," Putin told a meeting of nuclear specialists and emergency
workers in the Sakhalin Island city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk in the Far East.

Loudspeakers in the city of 200,000 people, about 1,000 kilometers north of the stricken
Fukushima nuclear plant, blasted out announcements of radiation levels, while crews
of emergency workers measured levels across the city.

Putin tried to reassure the 6.5 million people who live in the vast swathes of the Far East that
there was no immediate danger from the Japanese nuclear accident, the worst since the 1986
Chernobyl disaster.

"The work is being done properly, in the right way — 24 hours a day," Putin said of radiation
monitoring efforts by Russian authorities.



Russian nuclear officials who had returned from Japan just a few hours previously told Putin
there was no danger to the population in Russia. Dozens of Russian emergency workers have
also flown to Japan, joining about 60 countries in assisting in rescue efforts after a 9.0-
magnitude earthquake and tsunami that killed at least 8,000 people on March 11.

The Emergency Situations Ministry said Sunday that radiation levels were within the norm
on Sunday in the Far East.

"Radiation levels range from 13 to 19 microroentgens per hour as compared with the natural
background radiation of 30 microroentgens per hour in the Far East," the ministry said in a
statement carried by RIA-Novosti.

Trace amounts of radioactive iodine have been found in milk and spinach and could prove
harmful to health if consumed, Japanese media reported.

Russian officials said the visit by Putin, by far Russia's most popular politician, would help
reassure local people, some of whom have bought up iodine tablets and devices to measure
radiation in recent days.

"If the prime minister came it means everything is fine," Viktor Ishayev, President Dmitry
Medvedev's envoy to the Far East, told Putin.

(Reuters, MT)
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