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In the run-up to Victory Day on May 9, when Russia commemorates 70 years since the Allied
victory over Nazi Germany, staff members at The Moscow Times describe the wartime
experiences of their own families.

Today, web editor Jennifer Monaghan tells the story of her grandfather.

My grandfather John Monaghan was 17 ½ years old when he signed up to join the British
Royal Air Force in 1942, though he had to wait another six months before he was accepted.
In the meantime, he was engaged in war work — electrical wiring — which he had been doing
since the age of 15. This stood him in good stead when he later became a wireless operator
in Bomber Command's No. 166 squadron.

Granddad was put on operational duty in February 1945, joining six others — five Canadians
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and a Brit — in the seven-man crew of a Lancaster Bomber. As a wireless operator, it was his
job to listen out for messages from base, giving information on weather, any changes
of course and recalls. He was the only point of contact between base and the bomber stream.

My grandfather flew about 14 or 15 raids during the war, both during the day and at night. He
says that he once went to Berlin — a 9 ½ hour round trip that involved flying hundreds
of kilometers of diversionary routes to avoid enemy gun emplacements.

In the 10 days before the formal conclusion of the war in Europe, Granddad took part
in "Operation Manna," a humanitarian mission over enemy-occupied Holland. Thousands
of Dutch people were dying from starvation and a truce was agreed to allow the bombers to fly
over and drop much-needed food parcels.

It was during this operation that my grandfather saw his first German AKAK anti-aircraft gun
and its crew as his plane approached the Dutch coast. Flying at about 15 meters above
the ground, the bomber dropped basic food supplies "and a few bars of chocolate from the
crew members" over The Hague and several other settlements.

The European war was formally brought to an end on May 8 — celebrated in Russia on May
9 — but to my Granddad it was "just another day, really." Several days later he was back
in training to go out to the Far East, though the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in August 1945 brought a swift end to the conflict.

Of the 7,373 Lancaster Bombers that took part in operations during World War II, a total
of 3,345 were lost, according to RAF statistics. Granddad's own plane was turned to scrap
shortly after the war — his crew flew the plane down to the scrapyard themselves and taxied
back in another Lancaster. There are now only two such planes left in existence, one in Britain
and one in Canada.

Granddad left the RAF in March 1947 when he was demobbed — given "a full suit, a trilby
and a raincoat" to return him to civilian life. All the suits and raincoats were the same,
however, so the ex-servicemen didn't blend into civilian society any more than they had done
in a full uniform.

The views expressed in opinion pieces do not necessarily reflect the position of The Moscow
Times.
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