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Illegal migrants who attempted to sail to Europe sit in a boat returning them to Libya as it is docked, after
their boat was intercepted at sea by the Libyan coast guard, at Khoms, Libya.

Russia said on Thursday that Europe should model its planned operations to tackle migrant
smuggling across the Mediterranean from Libya on anti-piracy patrols in waters off Somalia,
but that it would be too extreme to destroy the boats used.

European Union leaders agreed last month to "identify, capture and destroy vessels before
they are used by traffickers," but it is unclear how that may be achieved and the 28-nation
bloc wants U.N. authorization for its operation.

European members of the U.N. Security Council — Britain, France, Lithuania and Spain — are
drafting a resolution to authorize intervention on the high seas, in Libyan territorial waters
and onshore in Libya to seize vessels.

Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vitaly Churkin said of the bid to destroy the vessels: "We think it's



just going too far."

"We think that we should stay within the scope of what we have, roughly what we have for the
piracy situation off the coast of Somalia. We have a good precedent, so why not use it," he told
reporters.

The U.N. Security Council resolution authorizing the anti-piracy operations calls for the
seizure and disposal of "boats, vessels, arms, and other related equipment used in piracy
and armed robbery at sea off the coast of Somalia."

The EU has said it plans to use its anti-piracy "Atalanta" operation off Somalia as a model
for Mediterranean migrant operations. That mission specifically targeted a Somali pirate base
onshore in May 2012, destroying several boats.

Churkin said destroying boats used for migrant smuggling could create practical and legal
problems.

"For instance, if you lease a boat to somebody and then that somebody is using it to transport
migrants illegally and then the boat is destroyed, what about the owner of the boat?" he said.

Churkin noted that formal council talks had not started yet.

"It's not like we're in a kind of prohibitive mode, we're simply trying to be helpful," he said.

About 1,800 migrants have perished in the Mediterranean this year, the U.N. refugee agency
said. Some 51,000 have entered Europe by sea, with 30,500 coming via Italy, fleeing war
and poverty in Asia, Africa and the Middle East.

Libya has descended into chaos nearly four years after the fall of Muammar Gaddafi. Two
competing governments backed by militia brigades are scrambling for control of the oil-
producing country, creating havens for Islamist militants and traffickers
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