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Russia’s leading social network VK has beaten the country’s biggest television channel in the
battle for viewers’ attention, data from media research firm TNS Russia showed.

VK, previously known as VKontakte, had 13.2 million daily users in March this year, while
state-owned giant Channel One had an audience of only 10.9 million, according to TNS Russia.

Their weekly audiences were roughly on par, with VK leading by about 10,000 weekly users.

VK remains by far the most popular social network in Russia, with more than eight times the
daily users of leading international social network Facebook, the data showed.

The comparison between television channels and social networks is approximate, as statistics
for the two platforms cannot be calculated in the same way, a TNS Russia spokeswoman told
The Moscow Times. The daily audience of social networks was estimated according to the
number of people who viewed any part of the website at least once a day. The daily reach of
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television channels, on the other hand, is the number of people who watched at least 1 minute
of a channel’s broadcasts daily.

Internet companies have gained quickly on traditional media in Russia in recent years,
receiving an extra boost from an acceleration in advertising revenues that has continued this
year despite the economic crisis.

The only segment of the advertising market that grew in the first quarter of this year was
contextual advertising, or targeted online ads, which grew 16 percent to a total of about 15
billion rubles ($300 million), according to the Association of Communication Agencies of
Russia (AKAR).

This growth indicates that companies are reorienting toward the Internet as advertising
budgets shrink. Television advertising fell 22 percent to about 30 billion rubles ($600 million)
in the same period, while the market as a whole shrank 17 percent to about 64 billion rubles
($1.3 billion), AKAR found.

TNS Russia’s Web Index and TV Index were calculated in March this year based on viewers
between the ages of 12 and 44 living in cities of 100,000 or more residents.
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