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Servicemen of the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team of the U.S. Army prepare for an opening
ceremony of joint military exercise "Fearless Guardian 2015" at the International Peacekeeping Security
Center near the village of Starychy western Ukraine, April 20, 2015.

U.S. troops are in the conflict zone in eastern Ukraine and are training Ukrainian forces,
Interfax news agency quoted a spokesman for Russia's Defense Ministry as saying Thursday.

A day earlier, Washington accused Russia of building up air defense systems inside eastern
Ukraine and of involvement in training exercises of pro-Russian rebels in breach of a
European-brokered truce.

Igor Konashenkov was quoted as saying that U.S. troops were training Ukrainian forces not
only in western Ukraine "as Ukrainian television channels show, but directly in the combat
zone in the area of Mariupol, Severodonetsk, Artyomovsk and Volnovakha."

The Defense Ministry confirmed the report.
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