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Mankind's Early Ancestors Were
Tentacled Sea Creatures, Russian
Scientists Say
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The organismes, collectively known as Lophophorata, were some of the first bilaterally symmetrical
creatures.

Add enough "greats" to your great-grandma to take you back about 600 million years,
and you might be greeted by a tentacled sea creature, according to a researcher at Russia's
prestigious Moscow State University.

From about 635 million to 540 million years ago, when the Earth's surface was theoretically
covered by a vast ocean and a supercontinent called Pannotia, many of mankind's distant
ancestors had lophophores, tentacle-like feeding organs surrounding their mouths,
according to a paper published Wednesday.

The organisms, collectively known as Lophophorata, were some of the first bilaterally
symmetrical creatures. This point was an important step in the evolutionary process because



it marked the appearance of animals that no longer looked like amorphous blob-like jellyfish,
according to a summary on Moscow State University's website.

The researchers — Yelena Temereva of Moscow State and Yevgeny Tsitrin of the Russian
Academy of Science's Institute of Developmental Biology — have been studying the evolution
of Lophophorata at the dawn of the proliferation of complex life on Earth. Their findings were
published in the English-language scientific journal Plos One.
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