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French President Francois Hollande

French President Francois Hollande said on Sunday he was looking for a "way out of the
crisis" with Russia over the suspended delivery of Mistral helicopter carriers purchased
by Moscow.

Speaking on Canal Plus television, Hollande said he would discuss the halted 1.2 billion euro
($1.3 billion) contract with Russian President Vladimir Putin when the two leaders meet
in Armenia on Friday.

"This is still the subject of discussions," the French head of state said. "We are in the process
of negotiating. We must find a way out of the crisis."

France suspended delivery of the warships last year amid tightening international sanctions
against Russia over its role in the Ukraine crisis.
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