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A Russian photographer has captured a series of images showing a chained-up bear being
attacked by dogs during a competition to help them hone their hunting skills.

The competition took place earlier this month at the Bayanai Hunting Club in the far eastern
Sakha Republic, where hunters were testing their dogs' ability to track down and ward off
bears, The Siberian Times reported Monday.

The bear, a five-year-old female called Masha, was chained up to a tree during the event
while the dogs snapped and tore at her, according to the report and photos taken
by photographer Spiridon Sleptsov.

http://siberiantimes.com/other/others/features/f0091-pictures-of-bear-being-attacked-by-dogs-for-fun-captured-by-photographer/
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The dogs were then judged on their ability to harass the bear, though none were awarded
the top certificates in the competition, which sought to find the best individual hunting dog
and team, The Siberian Times reported.

Bear attacks remain a real threat in the Russian Far East. In order to protect their
communities, the hunters' dogs are trained to distract and harass the bears long enough
for their owners to arrive to kill the animal.
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Animal rights legislation is notoriously lax in Russia, with brown bears often hunted down or
kept in captivity for entertainment purposes.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/04/15/shocking-pictures-show-chained-russian-bear-attacked
-by-hunting-dogs-a45775


