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A woman and her two-year-old child have been hospitalized after complaining of drowsiness
following a visit to a village in northern Kazakhstan that has been plague by a mysterious
“sleeping sickness,” a report said Monday.

The mother and daughter had traveled from Esil to Kalachi — a village 500 kilometers west of
the country's capital Astana — to celebrate Orthodox Christian Easter when they started
experiencing symptoms of the so-called “sleeping sickness,” Interfax-Kazakhstan cited the
district authorities as saying.

Residents of Kalachi and neighboring Krasnogorsk have for the past two years complained of
drowsiness, hallucinations and memory lapses, but health workers have failed to pin down
the cause of the mysterious illness.
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Some villagers have blamed the affliction on a disused uranium mine that lies nearby, but
tests conducted by Kazakhstan’s National Nuclear Center showed that radiation levels were
normal, Eurasianet reported last month.

Other theories include mass psychosis, poisoning and even an alien invasion.

In order to counter the problem the local authorities have established a program to relocate
villagers and to date about 50 families have been moved, Interfax reported.

As of March 2015, the “sleeping sickness” had affected about one quarter of the town's
population, which stands at about 425 people, Eurasianet reported.
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