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A former commander of a Federal Security Service paramilitary group who served
in Chechnya, which fought two separatist wars against Moscow since the breakup of the
Soviet Union, was appointed Thursday to head the newly established Federal Agency
for Ethnic Affairs.

Igor Barinov, who is currently a State Duma deputy for the ruling United Russia party, was
appointed to the post by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev.

"You are an experienced person," Medvedev told Barinov, a former member of the notorious
Alpha Group special forces unit, according to a transcript of their meeting released by the
government. "You have contacts with regional leaders and I hope that your past experience
will help," the prime minister said.

On the same day, Medvedev signed a decree allocating 338 million rubles ($6 million) to 43
of Russia's 83 regions to "strengthen the unity of the Russian nation," Interfax reported.
Of these funds, 205 million rubles will go toward the strengthening of civil unity and the



harmonization of interethnic relations, and 133 million rubles toward the support of ethnic
minorities native to Russia, the news agency reported.

The multiethnic southern republic of Dagestan, where the authorities have been battling
a low-simmering Islamist insurgency for the past few years, will get one of the largest
portions of funding, Interfax reported. Dagestan was listed as one of the areas with
the highest level of tension in Russia in an October 2014 report on ethnic conflicts by the
Center for National Conflicts, a Moscow-based think tank.

The Federal Agency for Ethnic Affairs was established Tuesday by an executive order signed
by President Vladimir Putin in what analysts said was a bid to prevent possible exploitation
of ethnic tensions by foreign powers and domestic opposition.
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