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A view shows a petrol station of BP in Moscow.

BRUSSELS — Europe's reliance on imports of natural gas is likely to rise from half to three-
quarters over the next two decades and Russia will continue to supply about 30 percent of EU
needs, BP's chief economist said late last week.

The figures are troubling for European Union policymakers striving to reduce dependency on
Russia, which is in conflict with Ukraine, the main transit route for Gazprom's gas to the EU.

BP chief economist Spencer Dale predicted the European Union would meet a provisional
policy goal of increasing the amount of energy it gets from renewable sources, such as wind
and solar, to at least 27 percent by 2030 versus 20 percent in 2020.

That would maintain its position as world leader in renewable energy, which accounts for
about 3 percent of the worldwide mix, rising to 8 percent by 2035 but would not be enough to
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reduce the need for gas.

"Europe is leading the world in terms of renewables and by 2030, they still provide less than a
third. The dependency of Europe on imports of gas will increase over the next 20 years from
around half to three-quarters," Dale said in an interview.

The decline in output from mature European gas fields would be offset by imports from Iran
and Iraq and a strong increase in liquefied natural gas, helping to diversify sources, but Dale
said Russia's share would remain steady at 30 percent.
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