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Ukrainian military pilot Nadezhda Savchenko stands inside a defendants' cage as she attends a court
hearing in Moscow.

The mother of captured Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko sought German support on Monday
in her campaign to pressure Russian President Vladimir Putin into ordering the release of her
daughter who has become a national hero in Ukraine.

Pro-Russian separatists battling Kiev's forces captured Savchenko, 33, last June and handed
her over to Moscow, where she is being held on charges of aiding the killing of two Russian
journalists in eastern Ukraine.

Savchenko, who staged a hunger strike for more than two months, has become a symbol
of resistance to Russian aggression in Ukraine. She denies the Russian accusation, but could
be jailed for 20 years if found guilty.

Her mother Maria Savchenko held talks in Berlin with senior officials of the German Foreign
Ministry and lawmakers from the Bundestag lower house of parliament's Foreign Affairs



Committee, an official from the Ukrainian Embassy in Berlin said.

A German foreign ministry spokesman said there were no new developments in the case, but
he welcomed Russia's decision to grant Ukrainian doctors access to the military pilot.

"Her health condition has deteriorated again," the Ukrainian embassy official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity, adding that Savchenko had begun a new hunger strike.

"Time is running out," the diplomat added. Savchenko's lawyer has warned that she may die
in Russian detention.

The United Nations, the United States and Britain called for her release during a UN Security
Council meeting on March 6 but Russia defended her detention as legal.

In January, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko sent a letter to Putin demanding
Savchenko's release after reports that she had lost 17 kilograms since going on a water
and glucose diet in December.
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