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Moscow Bans Alcoholic Energy Drinks
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The Moscow law will apply to beverages with an alcohol content of between 1.2 and 9 percent that also
contain caffeine or other stimulants.

Moscow's city parliament on Wednesday declared a ban on sales of the potent alcoholic
energy drinks that have become favorites among young Muscovites.

The beverages, which are typically sold under snappy, youthful names like Red Devil
and Jaguar, must now be pulled from shelves by May 1, when the ban comes into effect.

The parliamentarian who spearheaded the ban, Kirill Shchitov, said previously that around 70
percent of young Moscow residents imbibe alcoholic energy drinks, daily newspaper
Kommersant reported.

The drinks are less than popular in the city as a whole, however. Of the 280,000 people
surveyed in a poll on the city government's Active Citizen voting platform, 80 percent
supported the ban.
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A number of other Russian regions have implemented similar bans.

Russia is not the first country to crack down on beverages that mix alcohol and stimulants.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration in 2010 warned four companies — including the
producer of the popular energy drink Four Loko, known on college campuses as "blackout in a
can” — that the caffeine added to their malt beverages was considered an “unsafe food
additive.”

The Moscow law will apply to beverages with an alcohol content of between 1.2 and 9 percent
that also contain caffeine or other stimulants, Kommersant reported.

Fines for violating the law will range from 5,000 to 10,000 rubles ($80 to $160) for individual
sellers and up to 100,000 rubles ($1,600) for companies.

Raids will be organized with participation from about 1,800 municipal deputies and members
of community organizations to enforce the law, state news agency RIA Novosti reported.

Correction: An earlier version of this article stated incorrectly that the U.S. government
ordered Four Loko producer Phusion Projects to cease production of its alcoholic energy
drink. In fact, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) did not order Phusion Projects to
cease production. The FDA instead sent an officialwarning to Phusion Projects and three
other companies on Nov. 17, 2010, stating that the caffeine added to their malt alcoholic
beverages was an “unsafe food additive.” Phusion Projects began voluntarily producing a
reformulated version of Four Loko, which removed caffeine, guarana and taurine from the
beverage, on Nov. 18, 2010, the company told The Moscow Times.
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