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Vira Savchenko, Nadezhda’s sister.

Russia will not exchange Ukrainian captive pilot Nadezhda Savchenko for her sister, as it
would be equivalent to hostage-taking, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told the Interfax
news agency on Tuesday.

"Savchenko's sister appealed to President Vladimir Putin to allow her to trade places with her
in the pretrial detention center," Peskov, who spoke to the sister in person, told Interfax.

"We responded that the investigation is ongoing, and that under our law we do not take such
actions, which can be compared to hostage-taking," he said.

Savchenko, who is accused of involvement in the deaths of two Russian journalists in war-
torn eastern Ukraine last year, was on a hunger strike from Dec. 12 until March 5, when she
stopped it due to severely deteriorating health. On Monday the pilot said she would resume
the hunger strike, according to a statement by the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry.



The Ukrainian prosecutor general has passed Moscow information that "gives investigators
a plausible excuse [to release Savchenko]," Interfax cited Savchenko's lawyer Mark Feigin as
saying Wednesday.

Feigin did not reveal the contents of the documents.

Moscow accuses Savchenko of abetting the killing of the two Russian journalists who died
during an artillery strike last summer. She was captured by pro-Moscow forces in eastern
Ukraine and handed over to Russia this summer.

Kiev and Western governments have urged Moscow to release the pilot, who has emerged as
a symbol of resistance to Russia in her home country. Since her July arrest she has been
elected to the Ukrainian parliament and also became a member of the Ukrainian delegation
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

Ukraine's President Petro Poroshenko has called for the "serious condemnation of Russia's
actions in illegally holding on its territory several hostages, including Nadezhda Savchenko,"
Interfax reported Tuesday.
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