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The organization said in February 2014 that 39 percent of Russia's adult population are regular tobacco
users.

The number of smokers in Russia has fallen by about 17 percent since the adoption of anti-
smoking legislation in 2013, news agency Interfax reported Monday, citing the Health
Ministry.

In February 2013, President Vladimir Putin signed legislation that banned smoking in public
places, required graphic warning labels on cigarette packs and prohibited advertising
for tobacco products.

The legislation has been in force since June 2013, but some of its provisions — including a ban
on smoking in restaurants, hotels and trains — came into effect last summer.

"The level of compliance with the [smoking] bans remains high, exceeding 90 percent,"
Health Ministry spokesman Oleg Salagai said in comments carried by Interfax.



He added that smoking scenes in the country's most popular television series have become
a much rarer occurrence, compared with 2011.

Russia's implementation of anti-smoking legislation is part of its obligations under the World
Health Organization's 2008 Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

The organization said in February 2014 that 39 percent of Russia's adult population are
regular tobacco users.

The Russian government announced in 2013 that it hoped to reduce the share of smokers to 25
percent of the adult population by 2020.
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