The &

30 YEARS

. Moscow Times

\ %}
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Ukraine Conflict a High Priority as Kerry
Arrives for Talks in London

February 21,2015

A member of the Ukrainian armed forces rides an armoured personnel carrier near Debaltseve, eastern
Ukraine, Feb. 20, 2015.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry arrived in London on Saturday for meetings with his British
counterpart, and a senior official said they would discuss possible penalties that could be
imposed against Russia if violence in eastern Ukraine continues.

The senior U.S. official said the Ukrainian conflict was expected to dominate the talks between
Kerry and British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond. The discussions would also cover

the fighting in Syria and Iraq, Nigeria's upcoming election as well as the Israeli-Palestinian
situation, the official said.

Ukraine accused Moscow on Friday of sending more tanks and troops into eastern Ukraine
despite a European-brokered truce that went into force last Sunday.

Moscow did not immediately respond to the accusation but has always denied accusations
in the past that its forces are fighting in Ukraine.



"There is no question there have been a huge number of violations [of the cease-fire],"
the senior U.S. official told reporters. '"The question is what is the status of where we think
this is going from here and what are the costs that should be imposed," the official added.

Washington warned Russia on Friday that the continued support of separatists fighting
in Ukraine was a direct threat to the '"'modern global order".

Western nations have clung to the diplomatic route in dealing with the conflict, even though
the rebels seized the strategic town of Debaltseve, in defiance of the cease-fire brokered

by Germany and France, inflicting one of the worst defeats on Kiev in the 10-month-old
conflict.

U.S. President Barack Obama's administration has said it is considering deepening sanctions
against Moscow and is weighing the possibility of arming Ukraine's military to defend itself.
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