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Marina Litvinenko, the widow of murdered KGB agent Alexander Litvinenko arrives with her son Anatoly
at the High Court in central London on Feb. 2, 2015.

The widow of former KGB officer Alexander Litvinenko described him Monday as a loyal
intelligence agent who grew disillusioned with Russia's 1990s war in Chechnya and what he
saw as the country's corrupted security services.

Marina Litvinenko said a turning point came when her husband was working for the anti-
terrorism unit of the FSB security service during the first Chechen War. He interviewed a 17-
year-old Chechen who told him his whole class had enlisted to fight Russia.

"For Sasha, this was shocking," she said, referring to her husband by the diminutive of his
given name. It was "the first time he realized something [was] wrong in this war."

Marina Litvinenko testified Monday at an inquiry into the death of her husband, who fled to
London in 2000 and became a strong critic of the Kremlin.



He died in November 2006 after drinking tea laced with radioactive polonium-210 during a
meeting with two Russian men at a London hotel.

On his deathbed, Alexander Litvinenko accused Russian President Vladimir Putin of ordering
his killing.

British police have identified two Russian men as the prime suspects, but they deny
involvement and Moscow refuses to extradite them.

Marina Litvinenko has battled for years for a full inquiry into the death.

The British government long rejected holding a public inquiry, but reversed its position after a
court challenge from Marina.

Witnesses are giving evidence in public, but classified intelligence evidence will be considered
in private by the judge overseeing the inquiry, Robert Owen.

Dressed in black, Marina Litvinenko described her husband's growing unease about "dirty
business" in the FSB, successor of the Soviet KGB.

She said his concerns peaked when it was suggested he kill Boris Berezovsky, a Russian
oligarch who had fallen foul of the Kremlin.

"I believe it was a question — 'Could you, for example, kill Berezovsky?'" she said.

She said her husband met Putin, who was appointed director of the FSB in 1998, to complain
about corruption, but came away thinking "it was not productive."

Litvinenko was arrested after accusing the FSB of plotting to kill Berezovsky at a 1998 news
conference. He was released in late 1999 and fled to Britain the following year.

He remained close to Berezovsky, who lived in self-imposed exile in Britain from 2001 until
his death in 2013. An inquest has failed to determine whether Berezovsky, found hanging at
his ex-wife's home, had been killed or committed suicide.
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