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"One would like to hope that the United States, which has played around too much with sanctions, will
finally realize the futility of such a policy," the Foreign Ministry said.

Russia said on Thursday that it had barred four more U.S. citizens from its territory
in retaliation for Washington's decision to expand the number of Russians blacklisted over
suspected human rights abuses.

Last month, the United States added four names to the so-called Magnitsky list, named after
lawyer Sergei Magnitsky who died in a Russian jail in 2009 after uncovering tax fraud
allegedly involving Russian officials. The list is meant to punish Russian human rights
violators by barring their entry to the United States and freezing their assets there.

Russia has responded to the Magnitsky list by barring a number of U.S. citizens from entering
its own territory.

"The latest extension of the (U.S.) list of sanctioned people, put together on the basis of the
anti-Russian Magnitsky Law, will not go unanswered. And on a reciprocal basis, the same



number of U.S. citizens have been prohibited from entering the territory of Russia,"
the Russian Foreign Ministry said.

In its statement, the ministry also cited the case of a Russian citizen arrested in the Maldives
last summer at Washington's behest as an example of what it called the United States'
readiness to violate human rights.

The statement repeated criticism of Washington over U.S. economic sanctions imposed
against Russia over the Ukraine crisis, which has plunged bilateral relations into their deepest
crisis since the Cold War.

"One would like to hope that the United States, which has played around too much with
sanctions, will finally realize the futility of such a policy," the Foreign Ministry said.

"We once again confirm that from now on we will react harshly to any attack against Russia."

The United States and its allies accuse Moscow of sending troops and weapons to support pro-
Russian separatists battling Kiev's troops in eastern Ukraine. Russia denies this.
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