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President Vladimir Putin listens to Russian Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar during a ceremony, marking the 70th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

As the world reflected on the horrors of the Nazi regime on Tuesday — International
Holocaust Remembrance Day — Russia seized the opportunity to emphasize the Red Army's
role in liberating the death camps.

Following a recent high-profile spat over differing interpretations of World War II history,
the Defense Ministry released 15 historic documents, which had been hidden away in secret
archives for decades.

"The historic events [of World War II] have been used to serve various political interests,"
the Defense Ministry announced. "Statements were made that cast into doubt the decisive
contribution of the Red Army's fighters in liberating prisoners of concentration camps. But
there are documents in the archives, living witnesses of these events, that preserve
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the historic truth."

Top Russian officials reacted swiftly to comments made by Polish Foreign Minister Grzegorz
Schetyna, who said during a radio interview last week that "the First Ukrainian Front and the
Ukrainians liberated [the concentration camp], as on that January day there were Ukrainian
soldiers, so they opened the gates of the camp."

Russia's Foreign Ministry issued a sharply-worded statement in response: "It is really
difficult to imagine that a government official of a level as high as Schetyna's could be so
ignorant."

According to the freshly released Defense Ministry documents, members of 39 different
national and ethnic groups participated in the liberation, including Russians, Ukrainians,
Belarussians, Armenians, Ossetians and Georgians.

The documents include reports compiled by the Red Army officers and Soviet journalists, as
well as a table that lists all of the nationalities of the soldiers who served in the First Ukrainian
Front's 60th Army, which liberated Auschwitz. Among the trove are a number of reports
detailing popular gratitude to Soviet leader Josef Stalin for their liberation.

President Vladimir Putin visited Moscow's Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center on Tuesday,
where he said in a speech: "Banderites [a negative term for Ukrainian nationalists] and other
collaborationists and Hitler's henchmen were themselves involved in the destruction of the
Jewish people, in the destruction of Jews in Lvov, Odessa, Kiev and other Ukrainian towns
and cities."

"We continue coming across attempts at dividing humankind on ethnic, racial or religious
grounds and demonstrations of anti-Semitism, Russophobia and aggressive intolerance
of other ethnic groups, cultures and traditions," Putin said.

Putin, accompanied by Russia's Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar and the President of the Federation
of Jewish Communities Alexander Boroda, visited an exhibit at the museum dedicated to the
liberation of Auschwitz, and lit candles in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.
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