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Mikhalkov’s “Sunstroke” tells the story of a White Army officer in Crimea.

Nikita Mikhalkov's "Sunstroke," set in post-revolutionary Crimea, took the best film prize
at Russia's Golden Eagle award ceremony, beating out Andrei Zvyagintsev's "Leviathan,"
which has been nominated in the best foreign-language film category at next month's
Academy Awards.

"Sunstroke" is based on both a short story of the same name by Ivan Bunin and the Nobel
Prize- winning writer's memoirs "Cursed Days." It tells the story of an officer from the anti-
communist White Army in a filtration camp in Crimea in 1920, who looks back on a love affair
before the revolution, as the Reds decide what to do with their captured enemies.

"We worked toward this movie for 37 years," said Mikhalkov at the ceremony Friday, "The
film is about something completely different but we did not know that it would be so close
to what is happening today. Two years ago, we filmed in Odessa and that Odessa is no more."
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"For the first time the competition was tough, believe me," Mikhalkov was quoted by Russian
media as saying. "In previous years, it was more or less obvious [who would win]."

"Sunstroke" took five awards in total, including the awards for best music and best costume.

"Leviathan" did not go home empty-handed, winning four awards including best screenplay,
best supporting actor for Roman Madyanov and best supporting actress for Yelena Lyadova.

Zvyagintsev said that he was not upset about not winning the main prize. "I do not think
about the importance of awards. It is recognition and that's all. Which prize is more important
doesn't matter."

The other nominees in the best film category were "Weekend," by Stanislav Govorukhin,
"Star," by Anna Melikyan and "The Postman's White Nights," by Andrei Konchalovsky, who
is Mikhalkov's brother.
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