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Marina Litvinenko, the wife of former KGB agent Alexander Litvinenko who was murdered in London in
2006, wipes away a tear during an interview with Reuters in London on Jan. 21, 2015.

Nine years after former KGB spy Alexander Litvinenko was poisoned in a plush London hotel
in what has been described as Russian "state-sponsored nuclear terrorism," a public inquiry
into his death finally begins in the British capital next week.

Kremlin critic Litvinenko, who had been granted British citizenship, died after drinking tea
poisoned with a rare radioactive isotope in November 2006 and from his deathbed he accused
Russian President Vladimir Putin of ordering his murder.

Russia has always rejected the claim, but British authorities say there is evidence to charge
two ex-KGB agents with murder. The judge who will oversee the inquiry has already cited a
"prima facie case" indicating Russian involvement.

Next Tuesday, after almost a decade of battling for answers, Litvinenko's wife Marina believes
the truth will finally come out when the inquiry gets underway.



"It was clear from the very beginning that those who are suspected of this crime would never
end up on the defendants' bench here in London and to have a hearing in the proper sense of it
would be impossible," she said in an interview.

"The Russian side continues to deny the fact he died at all or the cause of his death. I want to
end all the speculation. There will be official documents and none of the sides will be able to
use what happened in London for their personal benefit."

British police suspect ex-KGB agents Andrei Lugovoi, who has denied any involvement, and
Dmitry Kovtun slipped polonium-210 into Litvinenko's tea when they met him at the
Millennium Hotel in central London. He died three weeks later.

His death and the controversy it generated chilled Anglo-Russian relations to a post-Cold War
low. After a brief warming in ties when Prime Minister David Cameron took power in 2010, the
Ukraine crisis again soured relations with Moscow.

The case became caught up in this political intrigue, often leaving Marina stuck in the middle.
Britain rejected holding an inquiry in 2013, admitting relations with Russia was a factor
although not decisive, also arguing it would be unnecessary and expensive. The British
government changed its mind and gave the go-ahead for the inquiry last July..

"Many tried to show that my case was very much politically motivated. But this is not exactly
true," said Marina.

"I never fought against Russia, nor the U.K. I was fighting for justice, to know the truth, for
my right to know what happened to my husband."

The barrister representing her family at the inquiry has already described the death as an
assassination and "an act of state-sponsored nuclear terrorism on the streets of London."

He has also disclosed that Litvinenko had worked for Britain's Secret Intelligence Service,
known as MI6, for several years and had also been employed by the Spanish security services
to help investigate Russian mafia activities.

While much of the secret British intelligence will be heard in closed sessions at the inquiry, it
will form part of the conclusions of its chairman Robert Owen.

The Litvinenko family's lawyer Elena Tsirlina said it would get to the core facts, leaving "no
stones unturned."

"Because it has taken such a long time to bring it to fruition, people get lost between fiction
and reality," she said. "I think Russia will be made to stand up and listen to the conclusions.
We will let the facts speak for themselves."

For Marina, whose eyes filled with tears as she recalled how hard the last nine years had been
on her and the couple's son, now 20, the most important factor was letting the public find out
what had gone on.

"I never expected in my life to live in England, to speak English; everything is still quite
difficult to understand," she said. "The reason why I say I want to bring the case to a



resolution is because I want people to see the facts."

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/01/22/litvinenkos-wife-says-inquiry-will-finally-reveal-facts-of-
ex-kgb-spys-death-a43124


