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Study Shows Russian Wildlife Declined
Following Soviet Collapse
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Bucking the trend, Russia’s gray wolf population increased in the 1990s.

The turbulent years after the Soviet collapse that brought suffering to many Russians also
dealt a blow to the nation's wildlife, many of whose species declined in numbers during that
period, a recent study indicates.

The population of animals such as wild boars and moose dwindled in the early 1990s,
apparently due to poaching, an erosion of environmental controls and a decline in agricultural
crops on which the animals fed, research scientists said in an article published this month

in Conservation Biology, a scientific journal.

But one species, conversely, saw its numbers grow: The gray wolf saw its population increase
by 150 percent in the decade following the 1991 Soviet collapse, "likely due to the cessation
of governmental population control" of the predator species — presumably also a side effect
of economic upheavals, the article said.
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The study, which was based on statistics from a long-term database compiled by the Russian
Federal Agency of Game Mammal Monitoring, analyzed population trends of eight large
mammals in Russia for three decades around the Soviet collapse, from 1981 to 2010.

"What we did was to prove there was a simultaneous decline for wild boar, brown bear
and moose in most regions of Russia at the beginning of the 1990s, which was right after
the collapse [of the Soviet Union]," a co-author of the article, Eugenia Bragina from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison in the United States, told the BBC.

The differences between the species and their habitats indicate that the decline could not be
attributed to changes in a particular habitat and was likely due to broader and more profound
reasons, she was quoted as saying.

Wild boar were probably affected by "the loss of crops as forage because hunting managers
did not plant these crops any more,'" Bragina was quoted as saying.

But the trend was reversed in later years, as the animals appeared to adapt and recover,
according to the article.

In one example, the population of roe deer had reached its highest number for any period
in the study by 2010, the article said.
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