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Some Russian universities have sought to offset losses caused by the ruble crisis by increasing tuition
fees.

Amid a currency crisis and spiraling inflation rates, some Russian universities have sought
to cut losses by increasing tuition fees, sometimes by 30 to 35 percent, TASS news agency
reported on Monday.

The latest figures emerged soon after a hotline was established by the ruling United Russia
party to field complaints about increased university fees.

Deputy head of State Duma's education committee Vladimir Burmatov told TASS that some
universities put their tuition fees on their websites denominated in U.S. dollars or
in "conventional units" that are often tied to U.S. dollars or euros.

For instance, the State University of Management has increased fees for some of its master's
programs by 35 percent from 74,000 rubles ($1,150) per year in 2014 to 100,000 rubles
in 2015.
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The Moscow State University of Printing Arts has hiked tuition fees for some of its
undergraduate programs by 29 percent from 117,190 ($1,816) per academic year in 2014
to 151,260 rubles in 2015.

The Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration will also
increase its fees this year, the academy's Vice-Rector Ivan Fedotov told The Moscow Times
in an interview last week.

These surges are all the more painful considering the fact that the average salary across
Russia was about 32,000 rubles ($780) per month in August, business daily Vedomosti
reported, citing data from state statistics service Rosstat.

"Last year we were proud that some of our programs began to cost more than similar
programs in Europe," Fedotov said. "With the currency plunge this is no longer the case."

The academy will offset the decrease in the dollar value of its tuition fees, but only within
2014's inflation rate, Fedotov specified.

Inflation in Russia reached 11.4 percent in 2014, according to Rosstat, while the ruble has
depreciated by more than 60 percent.

The silver lining is that Russian universities may begin to attract foreigners, according
to Fedotov. "We will have to introduce more programs in English," he said.
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