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"It was confirmed that North Korea gave a positive response to the Russian invitation for Kim Jong Un,"
the source was cited by Yonhap as saying.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has accepted an invitation from Russian President Vladimir
Putin to attend a May ceremony marking 70 years since the Soviet victory in World War II,
South Korea's Yonhap news agency reported Tuesday.  

The agency, citing a South Korean diplomatic source, said the reclusive nation had given
a "positive response" to the invitation, which could see Kim visit Moscow in his first foreign
trip since he became leader in 2011.  

Russia has strengthened its diplomatic and economic ties with North Korea in recent months,
forgiving $10 billion of North Korea's Soviet-era debt and holding talks to ease visa
requirements between the two countries, amid reports that North Korea's relations with its
principal ally, China, have cooled.  
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Putin, who has been seeking to facilitate the construction of a natural gas pipeline
from Russia to South Korea via North Korea, invited Kim to attend the May 9 Victory Day
ceremony during a meeting in November with Kim's personal envoy in Russia, Yonhap
reported.  

"It was confirmed that North Korea gave a positive response to the Russian invitation for Kim
Jong Un," the source was cited by Yonhap as saying.

Kim's "positive response" comes as Western leaders weigh up attending the ceremony amid
intense pressure on Russia from the international community over the ongoing conflict
in eastern Ukraine.  

Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite, whose country was occupied by the Soviet Union
following the victory over Nazi Germany, has ruled out attending, while U.S. President Barack
Obama, French President Francois Hollande and British Prime Minister David Cameron are
yet to publicly respond to invitations.  

Kim's father, Kim Jong Il, traveled to Russia by train a few months prior to his death in 2011,
meeting with former President Dmitry Medvedev to boost relations. He had previously visited
the country in 2002.
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