30 YEARS

Russians Profess Record Optimism
Ahead of New Year, Poll Says

December 24,2014
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A member of the "Rescuer" state regional service, dressed as Santa Claus, looks through a roof window
as he prepares to congratulate employees of the Russian Emergencies Ministry and their children ahead
of New Year and Christmas celebrations in Krasnoyarsk, Siberia.

As New Year's approaches, Russians are more optimistic than they have been in years,
a survey by state-run pollster the Public Opinion Foundation revealed on Wednesday.

Despite ongoing diplomatic spats over the Ukraine crisis, the drastic devaluation of the
Russian ruble and an economy weakened by falling oil prices and Western sanctions, 41
percent of respondents in the recent survey said they were experiencing a good mood ahead
of the New Year, the poll said.

When the same survey was conducted over the last five years, only 33 to 35 percent
of respondents expressed optimism about the year ahead, the pollster's director Konstantin
Abramov told the TASS news agency.

Another 45 percent of respondents in the latest survey said they were meeting the New Year



with neither grief nor cheer, and a mere 10 percent said they had a negative forecast for 2015,
the report said.

"Russians are meeting the New Year with all-time positive moods," Abramov said, adding
that despite increased concerns, Russians believe 2015 will be a "lucky" year.

"Throughout 2014, we noticed an increase in good moods," Abramov said. Analysts attributed
the optimism to Russia's hosting of the Winter Olympics in Sochi, as well as the country's
annexation of Crimea in March, he added.

Most respondents positively assessed their families' experiences in 2014, with 59 percent
saying they considered it to have been a good one for themselves and their families and only
33 percent giving the year negative marks.

As for the year of 2014 for Russia as a whole, however, 52 percent said it had been a difficult
one, and only 3 percent described it as a "very good" year.

The survey, which had a margin of error not exceeding 3.5 percent, was conducted among
1,600 people in 46 regions from Dec. 13-14 — just days before the Russian ruble hit its lowest
levels since the financial collapse of 1998.
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