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Russian journalist Oleg Kashin has filed a complaint against Russian investigators with
the European Court of Human Rights for "inaction" during their investigation of the brutal
beating that left him in a coma in 2010.

Kashin, who has blamed the attack on a pro-Kremlin youth movement and its allies, had
earlier sued the Federal Security Service in Russia for "doing nothing" to find the perpetrators
of the attack. A Moscow court dismissed the complaint in November 2013.

On Monday, Kashin's lawyer, Ionko Grozev, told the online news portal MediaZona that
the complaint had been registered with the Strasbourg-based court in late October but
the court only responded saying it would begin examining the case in late November.

The complaint accuses Russian investigators of violating two articles of the European



Convention for the Protection of Human Rights: the right to life and the right to an adequate
means of legal protection.

"Law enforcement authorities apparently aren't straining themselves [to find the culprit],
and the latest details of my own case became known to me only by reading the St. Petersburg-
based news portal Fontanka.ru," Kashin wrote last month in the Svobodnaya Pressa, or Free
Press, news portal.

The savage beating Kashin endured in November 2010 sent shockwaves through Moscow's
journalism community, with many activists declaring the incident a sad reminder of how
dangerous it is to work as a journalist in today's Russia.

Kashin was attacked by two unknown men who beat him with a tire iron so brutally that he
was in a coma for a week and forced to undergo several operations.

The attack is widely believed to have been tied to Kashin's professional work, as
the perpetrators did not steal any of his belongings and the journalist has a reputation
for critical reporting on topics close to the hearts of opposition activists.

The incident got the attention of then-President Dmitry Medvedev, who ordered investigators
to get to the bottom of the attack.

Three years later, however, the investigation has gone nowhere, Groznev told MediaZona.
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