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A Russian submersible planted the nation's flag in the seabed on the North Pole in 2007.

Denmark's foreign minister says that scientific data show that Denmark has a right to the
North Pole and any potential energy resources beneath it.

The claim is based on data that indicate the continental shelf of Greenland — a semi-
autonomous Danish territory — is connected to a ridge beneath the Arctic Ocean that Russia
and Canada also laid claim to.

Foreign Minister Martin Lidegaard said Denmark will deliver a claim on Monday to a UN panel
in New York that will eventually decide who will control the area.

The five Arctic countries — the United States, Russia, Norway, Canada and Denmark — 
pledged back in 2008 that control of the North Pole region would be decided within
the framework of the UN.

"I expect this to take some time. An answer will come in a few decades," Lidegaard said



Friday, The Associated Press reported.

Russia has yet to comment on Lidegaard's statement officially, but the country has recently
been on the forefront of the race for the Arctic, which is believed to hold an estimated 13
percent of the world's undiscovered oil and 30 percent of its untapped gas.

A Russian submersible planted the nation's flag in the seabed on the North Pole in 2007.

The same year, Russia filed a claim for 1.2 million square kilometers of territory around
the Lomonosov Ridge, a piece of continental shelf that, according to Moscow, extended
from Siberia.

Legal claims have been augmented by military and industrial muscle: Russia has begun
offshore drilling in the Arctic and built military bases in several protected sites above
the Polar Circle, including the Wrangel Island, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

The Danes were not impressed. "The Lomonosov ridge is the natural extension of the
Greenland shelf," said Christian Marcussen, a senior geophysicist with the Geological Survey
of Denmark and Greenland.

"Coincidentally, the North Pole, which is a tiny, tiny abstract spot lies in the area," he said
in comments carried by The Associated Press.

The Danish claim to an area of 895,000 square kilometers is based on studies conducted
jointly by scientists from Denmark, Canada, Sweden and Russia from 2007 to 2012.
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