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Homes of Suspected Militants' Relatives
'Set Ablaze' in Chechnya
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Days after Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov called for the homes of Islamic militants' families
to be razed to the ground following a large-scale attack on Grozny, unidentified individuals
in masks descended on a small village with ties to the militants and set four homes on fire,

a news report said Tuesday.

Residents of the village of Yandi told news site Slon.ru that more than a dozen cars pulled
in late Monday night carrying masked men who spoke in both Russian and Chechen before
setting fire to several houses.

"At first we thought they had come to conduct searches, but these people just started pouring
gasoline on the house. They held us. They wouldn't let us get anything [from the house] or put
out the fire," said one resident who spoke to Slon.ru on condition of anonymity.

Several other witnesses offered similar descriptions of events, saying masked men burst
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into their yards, broke their windows and then set their homes on fire from the inside.

"We were so scared that our house would burn down as well that we spent the night outside,"
another resident said in comments to Slon.

The families of several suspected militants live in the village of Yandi, according to Slon, but
not all of them were involved in the Dec. 4 attack on Grozny. Some are simply thought to have
"gone to the forest," a euphemism for joining the republic's underground insurgency.

On Friday, a day after 14 policemen were killed during an attack on Grozny, Kadyrov took
to his Instagram page to encourage making family members of militants liable for terrorist
attacks.

"I officially declare that the time when parents don't answer for the actions of their sons or
daughters has ended. ... If a militant in Chechnya murders a policeman or another person,
the family of the militant will immediately be deported from Chechnya without the right

to return, and their home will be torn down to the ground," Kadyrov wrote.
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