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Gay rights activist Nikolai Alexeyev.

A court in Kostroma has awarded compensation to a prominent gay rights activist after
authorities unlawfully banned a gay-pride parade and two LGBT-themed protests from
taking place in the city.

In accordance with the ruling passed down Wednesday by a district court, local authorities
will have to pay 3,000 rubles ($55) in moral damages to activist Nikolai Alexeyev, the
GayRussia.ru. news site reported.

The decision marks the first time in a decade that Alexeyev, the founder of the Moscow Gay
Pride movement, has been compensated for moral damages in regards to his LGBT rights
activism in Russia, the report said.

In 2013, the country adopted legislation banning the promotion of nontraditional sexual
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relations to minors, though homosexuality itself is not illegal in Russia.

In October, the same court ruled that Kostroma authorities would have to pay Alexeyev more
than 8,000 rubles ($150) for pecuniary damages and legal fees related to its cancellation of the
planned events: a gay pride parade and two protests against the so-called “gay propaganda
law.”

Alexeyev was attacked by unknown assailants in Kostroma after traveling to the city in
September to participate in a hearing against the ban on the parade and rallies, GayRussia.ru
reported at the time.

Rights activists have criticized the adoption of Russia's anti-gay propaganda law, saying it
will lead to a restriction of the rights and freedoms of the country's LGBT community.
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