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Russian Children Need More Tolstoy —
Not Sex Ed, Official Says
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A schoolgirl holds the book "War and Peace," written by famous Russian classical writer Leo Tolstoy.

You don't need sex education when you have Russian literary giants Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor
Dostoevsky to enlighten you on the murky realities of the bedroom.

This, at least, appears to be the view of Russia's children's rights ombudsman Pavel Astakhov,
who said on Monday that the country would not introduce sex education in schools because it
contradicts Russia's moral norms and traditions.

"I am often asked: When will you have sex education? I say: Never," Astakhov snapped at a
meeting with Russian parents, Interfax news agency reported.

Astakhov's statement followed his complaint about an upcoming meeting with his European
counterparts in Brussels next week.

The ombudsman said his European colleagues have branded him an "ideological opponent
and enemy" because of his uncompromising drive to prevent children from learning about



Sex.

But he would still cooperate with fellow ombudsmen, said Astakhov, a former celebrity lawyer
known for advocating a ban on U.S. adoptions of Russian children.

Astakhov gave his own recipe for teaching teenagers about sex last year, when he said Russian
literature offered a goldmine of information on the subject.

“Children need to read more, it has everything on love and relationship of the sexes,”
Astakhov told Rossia-24 television.

The staples of the literary curriculum in Russian schools, such as Dostoevsky and Tolstoy, are
notably short on advice on contraception or how to deal with budding homosexuality or other
non-heterosexual orientations.

A good thing, according to Astakhov, who said “school should raise children to be chaste and
understand family values.”
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