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Number of Russians With HIV to Reach 1
Million by 2016
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Russia has come under international criticism for its policy on HIV, such as prohibiting opiate-
replacement therapy using drugs such as methadone.

Every day more than 200 new cases of HIV are registered in Russia, and by the end of 2015
the number of HIV-positive Russians will exceed 1 million, according to news reports released
on Monday, World AIDS Day.

Russia's health and safety watchdog Rospotrebnadzor told Interfax that ''860,000 HIV-
positive people are currently registered in Russia, and every year this figure increases by 10
percent."

In a speech to the State Duma on Monday, Anna Popova, head of Russia's health

and consumer watchdog Rospotrebnadzor, said that 75 percent of males who became infected
with the virus this year had become HIV-positive by taking drugs. This leads to severe damage
to the country's economy, as these men are usually in their most productive years, she said.
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Vadim Pokrovsky, head of the Federal AIDS Center, said that contrary to popular belief
in Russia, only 1.1 percent of cases are registered among gay men. The rest are ""heterosexuals
who lead normal sex lives,' he was quoted as saying by Interfax.

Many regions do not have enough money to provide sufficient medication for HIV-positive
people, Pokrovsky said.

"The number of HIV-positive people is growing very quickly. In three years it has increased
by 200,000, while the amount of money allocated from the budget to deal with the problem
has not changed,'" he was quoted as saying by Interfax.

Russia has come under international criticism for its policy on HIV, such as prohibiting
opiate-replacement therapy using drugs such as methadone. The practice has been shown
to reduce needle sharing among drug addicts, thus reducing the HIV infection rate.

The government has also been reluctant to embrace needle-exchange programs, another
weapon proven to be effective in combatting the disease.

Critics also argue that more preventative measures need to be taken, starting with increased

sex education in schools.
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