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A tidewater glacier on the Antarctic coast.

The world's largest landlocked country, Kazakhstan, has joined the Antarctic Treaty, an
international agreement on the southern continent's neutrality, Interfax reported Friday.

President Nursultan Nazarbayev declared that his former Soviet, Central Asian country would
join the treaty in a statement that was posted online but provided no reason for the move.

Kazakhstan has shown an interest in the Antarctic before, with officials even identifying it as
a potential source of drinking water for the arid steppe nation.

The country staged its first expedition to the South Pole in 2011, tasked with bringing back a
"sample of clear air," Mir24.tv reported at the time.

Local media also reported in 2012 plans for a Kazakh station in the Antarctic, though online
reports have since been deleted.

Nazarbayev gave the order to join the treaty earlier this month, but the move had gone under
the public radar until this week.



The Antarctic Treaty, which entered into force in 1961, formed the basis of the modern
approach to the Antarctic: that it should be used only for peaceful research and tourism
purposes.

Contrary to popular belief, the treaty — which Kazakhstan was the 51st country to ratify —
does not explicitly prohibit territorial claims or economic activity in the Antarctic.

Limited economic activity is ongoing in the Antarctic region, most notably in the ocean
around the continent, an area popular with fishermen. Last month, Russia and China blocked
an EU-Australian plan to create a marine reserve covering at least a million square kilometers
in the eastern Antarctic.

There are currently about 70 research stations on the continent devoted to a range of topics,
ranging from the unique subglacial Lake Vostok to the odd recent behavior of seals, who are
increasingly attempting to mate with penguins before in some cases devouring them.
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