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A Ukrainian stamp depicting the country's version of Russia's Ded Moroz, Saint Mykolay.

New Year celebrations in Ukraine's capital Kiev this year will be spearheaded by Saint
Mykolay — the country's Orthodox analogue of Santa Claus — instead of his secular Soviet-
era counterpart Father Frost, according to an outline of the festivities published by the city
administration.

The Ukrainian Santa is coming to town on Dec. 19, when his official "residence" will open
to the public in Kiev's renowned St. Sophia Cathedral, the holiday program published on the
administration's website this week said.

Like in Russia, the Ukrainian Orthodox Christmas is celebrated in accordance with the old
Julian calendar and starts on Jan. 6, but for many of the country's residents the highlight
of the holiday season is New Year's Eve.

Ukrainian singer Oleh Skrypka, leader of the group Vopli Vidoplyasova, complained to the
UNIAN news agency earlier this month that "New Year previously comprised an eclectic [mix]



of the American and Soviet New Year."

"It's some sort of competition for children between Santa Claus and Father Frost," he was
quoted as saying, adding that he would "very much like to remember Saint Mykolay."

The statement by the Kiev administration did not specify whether its decision to put Saint
Mykolay in charge of the holidays was motivated by a wish to break away from Russian or
Soviet practices.

The Soviet regime, which frowned upon any demonstrations of religious faith, abolished all
tsarist-era church holidays in the country after the Bolshevik Revolution. It then promoted
New Year's Eve as a major holiday to allow the population accustomed to large-scale
festivities at the turn of the year to keep their celebration.

The Soviet New Year also took on some of the traditional Christmas attributes, with families
decorating "New Year trees," and children receiving gifts from Father Frost, or Ded Moroz —
who, like Santa Claus, is generally represented as a white-bearded man dressed in a red coat
with white cuffs.

But unlike Christmas, New Year celebrations in Russia and Ukraine are nearly universal and
are embraced by people who consider themselves atheists or are followers of religions that do
not celebrate Christmas, such as Jews.
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