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According to the NTV report, Kholostov was allegedly caught preparing a report about an FSB employee.

A former Latvian parliamentarian has been deported from Russia after the country's Federal
Security Service (FSB) accused him of spying on behalf of Latvia and the United States' Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), Russia's state-run NTV channel reported Sunday.

"I am Alexei Kholostov, an ethnic Russian and a citizen of Latvia. I am in Russia for the
Latvian special forces, which work under the CIA's control," Kholostov said in a video posted
to NTV's website on Sunday.  

NTV reported that Kholostov had been recruited between seven and eight years ago, and had
worked in Russia using "Gloria" as a code name.

According to the NTV report, Kholostov had been tasked with gathering information about
the population's discontent with Russian officials, the government and President Vladimir
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Putin. He was allegedly caught preparing a report about an FSB employee.

The Latvian Foreign Ministry confirmed that Kholostov had been deported from Russia on the
basis of alleged espionage, and that it was working to understand the circumstances
surrounding the incident, Interfax reported. Neither Russian nor Latvian officials have
specified when the deportation occurred.

"Russia's actions [with regard to Kholostov] are deplorable and bewildering," a spokesperson
for the Latvian Foreign Ministry said in comments carried by Interfax.

Kholostov, who served two terms as a parliamentarian between 2006 and 2011, has presented
himself as a defender of the rights of ethnic Russians in Latvia. He represented the Harmony
Center party, which fosters close ties to the ruling United Russia party.

The Kholostov case is not the first spying controversy to hit Russia in recent days.

A German diplomat working in Moscow was also deported after a Russian diplomat working
in Bonn, Germany, was expelled amid media reports the latter was a spy, Reuters reported
Sunday.

"We regret this unjustified action and expressed that to the Russian government," a German
official said in a statement released late Saturday after Der Spiegel magazine reported
the German was expelled in retaliation for the Russian's expulsion.

The German diplomat, a woman, worked at the German embassy in Moscow. The Russian
diplomat concerned had been under observation by Germany's anti-espionage agency,
the Office of the Protection of the Constitution, for several months, Der Spiegel said.

It noted that other comparable cases of diplomats being expelled in the recent past had not led
to retaliation.
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