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Russian Football Union Lacks Money to
Pay National Team Coach Capello

By Gabrielle Tetrault-Farber

November 12, 2014

Russia's national football team coach Fabio Capello takes part in the training session at the municipal
stadium in the town of Itu north-west of Sao Paulo on Jun. 15, 2014.

The Russian Football Union admitted Wednesday that it lacks the funds to pay the national
team's head coach Fabio Capello, who has not gotten his salary since the squad crashed out
of this year's World Cup without a win.

The country's football authority has grappled with financial issues in recent months.
According to the Interfax news agency, the union has failed to pay 22 members of the national
team's coaching staff for at least two months, including assistant coach Christian Panucci
and fitness trainer Massimo Neri, who refused to accompany the team to Austria for a Euro
2016 qualifier match scheduled for Saturday. Complaints about unpaid wages led Russia's
labor inspectorate to open an inquiry in October, Interfax reported.

"The Russian Football Union just does not have the money to pay Capello his salary," Sergei
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Stepashin, a former Russian prime minister who now sits on the football union's executive
committee, told Interfax on Wednesday. "It's never good when the salary of the Russian
national team coach is not being paid. But when the contract was signed, funding sources
should have been kept in mind. Now we need to find these sources."

Capello — who was reportedly the best-paid coach at the 2014 World Cup with annual
earnings of more than $11 million, according to Forbes — came under fire after his squad
crashed out of the tournament at the group stage. Some Russian lawmakers suggested at the
time that Capello should be fired or take a pay cut for his team's subpar performance.

In recent months, Capello's clan has insisted that the issues regarding his contract should be
resolved in a "friendly" manner. The 68-year-old Italian coach finally expressed frustration
earlier this month, saying he was reaching his limit in terms of providing free training,
according to Interfax.

Under Russian law, employers can face criminal charges for withholding an employee's salary
for more than two months.

Capello, who joined the Russian squad in July 2012, is under contract with the union until
the end of the 2018 World Cup, which Russia will host in 11 cities, including Moscow, St.
Petersburg and Sochi.
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