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Britain's Prime Minister David Cameron speaks at the Confederation of British Industry annual
conference in London.

LONDON — Prime Minister David Cameron has said Britain does not want a new Cold War
with Russia, but signaled he was ready to back tougher sanctions against Moscow if it
continued to destabilise Ukraine.

Addressing an audience in London at the Lord Mayor's banquet, an event traditionally
dominated by the foreign policy crisis of the day, Cameron said Russia's actions posed a grave
threat to the rest of Europe but that it wasn't too late to avoid a new Cold War.

Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev warned last week that East-West tensions over
the Ukraine crisis were threatening to push the world into a new Cold War.

"That is not an outcome we believe to be inevitable and neither is it one we seek," said
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Cameron. "And I will make that clear to [Russian President Vladimir] Putin in Brisbane this
weekend."

Cameron and Putin will both attend a meeting of G20 leaders in Australia on Nov. 15-16.

The British leader was speaking after a weekend that saw the heaviest shelling in a month
in Ukraine hit the main rebel stronghold in the east and signs that Moscow had dispatched
troops and tanks to reinforce separatists.

Up for re-election next year and faced with domestic difficulties over his policy on Europe
and immigration, Cameron is keen for voters to see him as a serious player on the world stage
and to make the point that Britain's own economic fortunes depend on engaging
internationally to stem instability.

Cameron said "a military solution" to the Ukraine crisis was not an option, but that European
Union sanctions against Russia were having an impact and he was ready to keep upping
the pressure on Moscow if it continued to destabilise Ukraine and violate its territorial
integrity.

"Russia's actions pose a grave danger to the rest of Europe," he said. "We shouldn't need to be
reminded of the consequences of turning a blind eye when big countries in Europe bully
smaller countries."

"If Russia continues on its current path, then we will keep upping the pressure and Russia's
relationship with the rest of the world will be radically different in the future."
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