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The International Space Station, co-managed by the U.S. and Russia, was awarded Germany's
Peace of Westphalia Prize on Saturday for facilitating cooperation between the once-bitter
adversaries.

The prize takes its name from the landmark 1648 Treaty of Westphalia, which ended decades
of war between the European powers and defined the nation state as a sovereign entity, laying
the groundwork for the international system as we understand it today.

Other notable winners of the prize include former UN secretary-general Kofi Annan
and former German chancellor Helmut Schmidt.

"The success of this 'outpost of humanity' in space proves that peaceful international
cooperation by partners from different cultures is possible," the prize's German award group
said in a statement.
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The International Space Station program, which coordinates the 15 partner space agencies
that support the space station and pay for the $160 billion the station has cost so far, was up
for but did not win the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize.

The ISS has weathered a series of political storms in its 14 years of existence, earning a spot
for itself as one of the most productive partnerships ever established between the U.S.
and Russia.

Men and women who were enemies during the Cold War "now live and work together in close
quarters," the statement said.

However, the crisis in Ukraine has tested the resolve of the space station partners. With
diplomatic ties fraying at all levels as Russia and the West butt heads over Ukraine, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin in May said that Russia may not be interested
in remaining in the program beyond 2020.

For the moment, NASA and its Russian counterpart, Roscosmos, have successfully warded off
any further political encroachments on their work.

The leaders of the space agencies involved in the ISS program will hold their annual meeting
in Paris next week to discuss the state of the program and its future.
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