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Ilepr: gem, howler

Back in the old days, my idea of linguistic fun was tuning in to an interview with former
Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, whose earnest malapropisms were hilarious,
charming and often apt. He coined the phrase that is Russia in a nutshell: XoTenocs Kak
MO>KHO JIy4Ille, IOIy4YnIIoch Kak Becerga. (We hoped for the best, but got the usual.)

Another producer of nepnsl (gems, howlers) is Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko.
He's Eastern Europe's "I did it my way" guy, usually good for a linguistic chuckle (and

a human and civil rights frown), and a staunch Russian ally. Well, he used to be. Now — not so
much.

The thing is, 6aTbKa (affectionate term meaning "father") Lukashenko isn't behind the whole
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Ukraine-is-fascist-gotta-rescue-threatened-Russians story. In fact, at a news conference
on Oct. 17 he said: 310 >ke He ruTaepoBcKasi lepmanus! (Come on, it's not Nazi Germany!)
He's really not with the program: I oueHb XOpOIII0 OTHOIIYCh K YKPaUHCKOMY Hapojy. He
BepbTe, YTO YKpauHIlbl (pamucTsl. (I really like the Ukrainian people. I don't believe that
Ukrainians are fascists.) Maybe there's a personal reason for this: 1 60bI1Ie yKpanHeIll, yem
6emopyc. (I'm more Ukrainian than Belarussian.)

His theories about the origins of the conflict also contradict Moscow's version. AHyKOBUY
(puHaHcHupoBan IIpaBbIit CEKTOP, YTOOBI CKUHYTH THUMOIIIEHKO. HO B UTOTe OHU €ro U
nporHanu us ctpaHsl. (Yanukovych funded the Right Sector to get rid of Yuliya Tymoshenko.
But as a result they chased him out of the country.) But he does agree with Russia that

the Ukrainians are to blame — sort of: VkpanHa cama faja moBoji B aHHeKCHU Kpbima.
Hy>KHO ObUIO BOeBaTh 3a HEro, a He caaBaTh. (Ukraine gave a pretext for the annexation

of Crimea. They should have fought for Crimea, not given up.)

But he doesn't buy into the whole Kpsim Harti (Crimea is ours!) thing: KpbiM yKpauHCKUM 1
IOJKeH OBITH B cocTaBe YKpauHbL. (Crimea is Ukrainian and should be a part of Ukraine.)

Maybe that's because Belarus has a few of its own territorial issues: CMoieHCK 1 BpsiHCK
HaIIK, HO Beslapycu oHU celtuac He HY>KHBL (Smolensk and Bryansk belong to us, but right
now Belarus doesn't need them.) BaTbKa also has some notions of expansion:

KanvHuHTpag — 3T0 30Ha 0OTBeTCTBeHHOCTU Benapycu. B CCCP eé xoTenu oTaTh benapycu.
f1 aTo nopmeps>kuBaro. (Kaliningrad is in Belarus' zone of responsibility. In the U.S.S.R. they
wanted to give it to Belarus. I support this.)

Or maybe it's because Belarus doesn't want any more problems with the international
community: Eciu Mmbl npu3Haém OceTUI0, TO C HaMU OyIeT TOo ke, YTo U ¢ Poccuelt mop
CaHKIVSIMU TONBKO B KBajjpaTe. (If we recognize Ossetia, we'll have the same thing Russia
has with those sanctions — only it'll be exponentially worse.) So back off: He Hafo meHs1
mom6aTh 1o KpbIMy, Kak BbI 3TO Jiefianu o A6xa3uu. He mpusHaém mbl! (Stop pushing me
over Crimea like you did with Abkhazia. We won't recognize it!)

But 6aTbKa is still an unrepentant dictator: Harra fUKTaTypa HUKOMY He MeIIIAeT >KUTh U
pa3BuBaThcs. (Our dictatorship doesn't prevent anyone from living and developing.) And: g
CBOE roCyapCTBO 3a IIMBUIN30BaHHBIM MHpoM He nosey. (I will not lead my government
into the civilized world.) In fact: JIyuiie 6bITb JUKRTATOPOM, UeM royobIM. (Better to be

a dictator than gay.)

Well, he warned us: Pajivi cOXxpaHeHUsI CIIOKOVICTBUS B CTPaHe 51 TOTOB IT03KePTBOBATH
cobcTBeHHBIM pa3ymoM. (In order to maintain peace in the country, I'm ready to sacrifice my
own sanity.)

Michele A. Berdy, a Moscow-based translator and interpreter, is author of "The Russian
Word's Worth' (Glas), a collection of her columns.
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