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As the political and economic costs of Russia’s annexation of Crimea escalate, President
Vladimir Putin and other top Russian diplomats may well be looking for a quiet countryside
getaway. And what better location than the balmy peninsula itself?

Crimea’s council of ministers has handed over several state-owned dachas, or country
estates, as well as a nature reserve, health spas, children’s camps and a venerable winery to
the Kremlin's property management department, Russian newspaper Kommersant reported
Wednesday.

Before the annexation in March, all of these properties belonged either to a similar institution
under the Ukrainian president or were controlled by Ukrainian ministries, the report said.

“The state dachas will be used for their intended purpose. Top [government] dignitaries will
visit them,” Kommersant quoted Crimean leader Sergei Aksyonov as saying. Moscow will also
be responsible for their upkeep, he said.
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Subtropical Crimea has been a favorite among Russian top brass since Catherine the Great
overran the Crimean khanate in the 18th century. Tsars rejuvenated in ornate costal palaces,
which were then confiscated by the communists and used to host World War II leaders at the
Yalta Conference and Mikhail Gorbachev during the botched military coup of Soviet hard-
liners in 1991.

The nature reserve now controlled by the Kremlin’s property department is the largest in
Crimea, covering about 45,000 hectares in the south of the peninsula.

As for the winery, Massandra, it is Crimea’s oldest winemaking institution, established in the
19th century by Prince Lev Golitsyn, the founding father of Russia’s champagne industry.
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