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The mechanical “Putin Ecrivain" by artist Christian Bailly.

A German auction house is putting up for sale a mechanical figurine of Russian President
Vladimir Putin signing into law Russia's annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol.

The auction house, Auction Team Breker, posted a short video of the puppet in action on its
official YouTube channel on Sunday. At a height of 20 inches, the Russian president is shown
seated at a small writing desk with a quill pen and old-fashioned lamp, his head turning from
side to side as he reads the document he is about to sign, the "Treaty of Acceptance of the
Republic of Crimea Into the Russian Federation."

The original treaty was signed by Putin in March, after 96.77 percent of Crimeans voted in
favor of reunification with Russia following a hastily organized referendum on the Black Sea
peninsula.

The artist who created the mechanical Putin, Swiss puppet maker Christian Bailly, is known



for his expensive — and wildly complicated — creations, made using an intricate system of
spring-driven cogs and gears. One of his earlier puppets, the Bird Trainer, had a price tag of
more than $6 million.

Bailly's doll, titled "Putin Ecrivain" ("Putin the Writer"), will go on the auction block on Nov.
14-15 at a specialty auction in Cologne. The asking price has not yet been announced.
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