Th

30 YEARS

e .
2. Moscow Times

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

WWF: Russia Only G8 Member With
Growing Biocapacity

By Alexey Eremenko

October 13,2014

WWF Russia on Monday presented a report on Russia's biocapacity, or the capability of its ecosystems
to produce resources useful for humans.

Russia is the only country among the world's biggest economies whose biological resources
not only exceed its environmental footprint but are continuing to grow, a new study said.

WWF Russia on Monday presented a report on Russia's biocapacity, or the capability of its
ecosystems to produce resources useful for humans. Biocapacity factors in agricultural land,
rangeland and forests, and it is measured in global hectares.

The study, based on 2009 data — the latest worldwide figures available — put Russia's total
biocapacity at 941 million global hectares.

This amounts to 6.6 global hectares per capita, compared with 4.0 global hectares per capita
for the country's eco-footprint, the amount of land needed to generate the resources
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consumed.

The Soviet Union was in the environmental red in its final decades, with its eco-footprint
exceeding biocapacity.

But things have changed for Russia after its downfall, the study said. Russia lost much of the
population to newly independent states and industrial output plummeted, but bio-resource
losses were relatively little.

Russia's biocapacity has been hovering between 6.0 and 6.6 global hectares in the past two
decades, with a slight upward trend. Its environmental footprint fell to 3.2 global hectares
in 1998 and has been rising ever since.

Earth's total biocapacity was estimated at 12 billion hectares in 2009, and humanity's
combined eco-footprint at 17.6 billion hectares, with carbon emissions and agriculture
the main offenders.

This means humanity currently needs 1.5 Earths to sustain the current level of consumption.

Russia consumes more than the world's average: If every person on the planet consumed as
many resources as an average Russian, humanity would need 2.5 Earths to sustain it.

Russia is also the only member of G8 group of economies whose biocapacity is on the uptick,
the report said.

The G8 comprises Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United States and the
EU. Russia's membership in the informal group was suspended following its annexation
of Ukraine's Crimea in March, but not canceled.
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