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Russia's national football team coach Fabio Capello attends a news conference after training at Friends
Arena in Stockholm, October 8, 2014.

Russian Sports Minister Vitaly Mutko said he would have a chat with Fabio Capello, the head
coach of Russia's national football team, after its disappointing 1-1 draw against Moldova in a
Euro-2016 qualifying match on Sunday.

"We will get out of this [qualification] group in any case, but I was not pleased with the
match," Mutko was quoted as saying by the Interfax news agency. "This is not at all
convincing. It's bad. Fans aren't pleased, nor am I. I missed out on [Sunday's] Formula One in
Sochi to attend the match. In the stands there [at the Sochi Grand Prix], 55,000 people were
cheering for [Russian Formula One driver] Daniil Kvyat. I want this kind of love to return to
football."

Mutko, who added that he was certain Russia would qualify for Euro-2016, said he would sit
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down with Capello when the controversial Italian coach returns to the country in a week.

Capello, who was reportedly the highest paid coach at the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, came
under fire after the Russian national team crashed out of the tournament without a win.

Russia's humiliating exit from the World Cup — particularly in light of Capello's annual
salary of $11 million, according to Forbes — sparked the ire of the country's football fans and
politicians. The outspoken leader of the LDPR party, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, called Capello a
thief and demanded that he explain the team's dismal performance in front of the State Duma.

Despite public calls for the coach's dismissal, Mutko has repeatedly said that Russia will
honor the terms of Capello's contract, which ends after the country hosts the World Cup in
2018.

In September, the Russian Football Union apologized for failing to pay Capello for the third
month in a row and vowed to repay its debt as soon as possible.
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